Book of Revelation

13 – The Lamb and the Scroll with Seven Seals – Scroll and Lamb

[The Scroll and the Lamb]

[5:1] Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” [3] And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, [4] and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. [5] And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

[6] And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. [7] And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. [8] And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. [9] And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll


and to open its seals,

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God


from every tribe and language and people and nation,

[10] and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,


and they shall reign on the earth.”

[11] Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, [12] saying with a loud voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and blessing!”

[13] And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”

[14] And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.











(Revelation 5 ESV)

 1. First Thoughts

(a) The setup of the scene for Act Two continues from previous chapter

(b) It is a highly stylized and theatrical depiction – should not take these images to be literal portrayals of heaven 

(c) The Lamb is the central actor

(d) The throne is where the action take place

 i. God (presumably) is the being seated on the throne

(e) The scroll contains “what must take place after this” of 4:1

 i. Which is why John weeps when, at first, no one is found to be able to open it

 A. No one in heaven, earth, or below – the three classic realms (spirit, physical, dead)

 ii. It can be opened only by a being who is worthy

 iii. 4:11 proclaims God to be worthy, but the being on the throne does not open it

 A. He is the source and originator of the scroll

 B. Someone else equal to God must open it

(f) The Lamb is worthy because he has conquered (whatever it is that he has conquered)

(g) The Lamb simply appears amidst the four creatures and elders

 i. What is the significance of its description?

 ii. This is the first significant action of this Act 

 A. Appears, then moves to take the scroll from the one on the throne

(h) The creatures and elders worship the Lamb in the same manner as they did the one on the throne

 i. The two are equal

(i) A new song introduced (presumably never sung prior to the action of the Lamb in this scene)

(j) More beings join in the song – angels first, then every creature on heaven, earth, sea

 i. Heaven, earth, sea (underworld) – three classic realms reiterated 

(k) The scene of worship continues – Jesus is God and receives worship together

 2. Background

(a) Legal documents were sealed, often with seven seals imprinted with the attestations of seven witnesses. (The wax seals would have to be broken to loose the strings beneath them, which wrapped the scroll and guaranteed that it had not been opened and thus altered.) This form was used for contract deeds and wills; it became increasingly common in Roman documents of the period, and some Palestinian Jewish documents of this sort have been recovered. Scrolls were normally written on only one side of a papyrus sheet, reserving the outside for the title or address; but this scroll is particularly full and written on both sides (cf. Ezekiel 2:9-10). The writing side was called the recto, where the fibers were horizontal and easier for writing; the verso was used only when the recto had inadequate space. Documents written on both sides are rare enough to have a technical name, an opisthograph. (IVP BBC NT)

(b) Although Revelation is full of “sevens,” it may be significant that Roman wills were normally sealed with seven seals; seals on legal documents guaranteed that no one had opened or tampered with them. A will could not be opened until the death of the person whose will it was could be attested; if a will is in view here, it is significant that it is the lamb who has been slain who is worthy to open it. (The book may well be the lamb’s book of life; cf. Rev. 3:5; Rev. 20:12.) At any rate, under Roman law a document was valid only when the addressee had received it; it is thus ready to take effect. (ibid)

(c) Some Jewish texts were given to citing fantastically large numbers of people (e.g., they listed more slain in one battle than all the people who have lived in history); more reasonably, such texts estimated even larger numbers of angels. “Ten thousand” was the largest single number used in Greek, so “ten thousands of ten thousands” (myriads of myriads) is the author’s way of calling them innumerable. (ibid)

(d) This scene set in the throne room of God functions like the epic council of the gods, where events are determined in a celestial world to be enacted on earth. The sequence of the chapter is as follows: the problem is posed as to who is worthy to open the seals on the scroll that reveals the future (vv. 1-4); the problem is solved when Christ – the Lamb – is declared worthy to open the seal (vv. 5-7); the elders around the throne respond with praise to the Lamb (vv. 8-10); the rest of the heavenly hosts likewise praise the worthiness of the Lamb (vv. 11-14). (ESV Lit. SB)

 3. Passage in detail

(a) v1

 i. A scroll → Ezekiel 2:9-10; not sealed; contents are “words of lamentation, mourning, and woe” → Judgment

 ii. Right hand → God's power (Ex 15:6; Ps 18:35; Isa 41:10)

 iii. God determines the being who will be able to open the scroll

(b) v2

 i. Mighty angel (c.f., 10:1; 18:21) → 

 A. Daniel 4:13-14, 23 → Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a large tree, cut down, stump left

· Judgment dream

(c) v3-4

 i. No one able to open scroll or even look into it

 A. Builds dramatic tension and suspense

 B. Obviously if no one can be found, the drama ends here and that isn't going to happen

(d) v5

 i. Messianic descriptions

 A. Lion → Genesis 49:9-10 → kingship to the tribe of Judah

· Picked up in later Jewish Messianic expectations (4Q252; Jubilees 31; Testament of Simeon 7; Testament of Judah 24; 4 Ezra 12)

· John does not use this imagery again in Revelation

· A lion has power and fits the imagery of a conqueror

 B. Root of David → Isaiah 11 (a shoot will grown from the stump of Jesse, a branch from his roots will bear fruit)

· Jeremiah picks up this thought (23:5; 33:15)

 ii. Jesus already described as having the key of David (3:7)

 A. Now identifies more fully with the line of David

 iii. The elder does not say that the Lion is worthy, but is implied because he has conquered

 iv. Jesus himself says that he conquered (3:21)

 A. The meaning of “conquered” about to be revealed

(e) v6

 i. “I saw” → a new element enters the scene

 A. To be expected is a lion entering the scene

 B. Reality → a lamb appearing as though it had been slain

· Dramatic reversal, surprise

 ii. Lamb → αρνιον (arnion) → can mean lamb or ram; both meanings may be intended

 A. Passover Lamb and a mature male with horns

 iii. Seven horns

 A. Seven → completeness

 B. Horns → power, particularly in defeating enemies

 iv. Seven eyes → Zechariah 4:10b → John has already alluded to this (4:5)

 v. Appears as though it had been slain (Isaiah 53:7; Jeremiah 11:19)

 vi. Dramatic tension: Where is the Lion that is supposed to open the scroll?

 vii. The remarkable fact is that the slain Lamb is one and the same as the conquering Lion. The implications of this fact are enormous. First, the reader is given an important key for understanding the book: what John hears and what John sees may appear to be different, but that is not necessarily the case. In 1: 10 John hears a voice; in 1: 13 he sees one like a son of man. In 5: 5 John hears conquering Lion; in 5: 6 he sees slain Lamb. Second, the principle of non- literal revelation is confirmed once and for all: this is not a literal lion. Third, the astonishing juxtaposition of a conquering Lion with a slain Lamb can only be intended to indicate how Jesus, in fact, conquered: by being slain (cf. 1: 6, 7). And the fact that the slain lamb is "standing"- i. e., alive- reminds the reader of Jesus 'self- identification as the one who died but is now alive (1: 18). (RNT Revelation)

(f) v7

 i. Lamb takes the scroll

 A. Dramatic surprise continues → the Lamb is the Lion

(g) v8

 i. New action → focus of scene shifts to the creatures and elders

 ii. Both the creatures and elders fall down before the Lamb

 A. Earlier, in 4:10, only the elders fell down before the being on the throne

 iii. The elders are given additional characteristics → holding a harp, and golden bowls of incense

 A. Characteristics alluding to OT priests (1 Chr 25:1, 6; 6:49)

 B. Incense represents prayers of the saints (Ps 141:2)

 iv. The creatures and elders now sing the same song, a new song

(h) v9-10

 i. The song now explicitly identifies the Lamb as “worthy” to open the scroll

 ii. The song describes why the Lamb is worthy

 A. Lamb was slain

 B. Lamb ransomed, through his blood, people for God

 C. Lamb made them a kingdom and priests for God

 iii. The people thus ransomed and made kingdom and priests will reign on the earth

 iv. Scroll = book → βιβλίον (Biblion)

 A. Biblion used most frequently in association with book of life

 B. Does the connection between the Lamb's right to take the scroll and his death give a clue as to the content of the scroll? Since the Lamb is deemed worthy to take the scroll and open its seals because he purchased people for God, does it not follow that the scroll must have something to do with those very people? What scroll used in judgment would be associated with those who will not be harmed by it? Certainly not a scroll containing their sins (cf. 20: 12). But what about a scroll containing their names- i. e. the book of life, which has already been mentioned in 3: 5... ? Indeed, it is precisely by virtue of having purchased them through his death that their names are in the book of life! (RNT)

(i) v11-12

 i. Angels join in another song

 A. “New song” was in the second person (you) directed toward the Lamb

 B. This song is in third person (the Lamb)

 C. Number of angels allusion to Daniel 7:10

 ii. The Lamb, in addition to being worthy to take the scroll, is also worthy of heavenly praise

(j) v13-14

 i. All of creation joins in the song of praise to the Lamb and to the one on the throne

 A. God and Jesus are equal

 ii. From four to twenty-four to twenty-eight to myriads of angels to all of creation

 A. A dramatic crescendo

 iii. Amen → indicates complete agreement with the song

 iv. Falling down and worship, both the one on the throne and the Lamb → Jesus is God

 4. Summary – heaven's response to what is happening on earth

(a) Jesus is the most powerful being in the universe; not the emperor or anyone else

(b) Jesus is the only one able to grant life (able to open the scroll)

 i. No other creature, no angel, no being, not even the emperor

(c) Jesus is God

(d) This scene is the lens through which the rest of Revelation should be read

